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PsycINFO may provide full text but not necessarily. There is a distinct advantage to  
PsycINFO, however, because PsycINFO contains abstracts from more than 2,000 jour-
nals, many more than provided by PsycARTICLES. By using PsycINFO, you have access 
to a much greater breadth of information about a particular topic. In other words, poten-
tially having to search a bit longer to obtain a full text version of an article is worth the 
effort in terms of becoming familiar with the published work on a topic.

REVISIT AND RESPOND

•• Explain how you would obtain an article that is not available as full text download-
able. What is the difference between PDF Full Text and HTML Full Text? What is 
the difference in journal coverage between PsycINFO and PsycARTICLES?

SUMMARY OF THE ARTICLE  
LOCATOR SEARCH PROCESS
Start with a solid database in your field, such as PsycINFO, locate articles of inter-
est, and THEN see whether those articles are linked directly to full text or available 
through full text holdings supported by your institution. If not, request the article 
through your library’s version of Interlibrary Loan. Although it may be easier to limit 
yourself to electronic journal sources to obtain articles directly (i.e., full text down-
loadable), the shortest path does not necessarily guarantee that you will secure the 
most important articles.

FIGURE 2.10  Screenshot of Interlibrary Loan Request for a Specific  
Article Not Available at Current Library
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